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PYTHIAN WEBSITE -
\GAINS ACCEPTANCE

Pythian Webmaster Bruce Nelson advancing Pythianistt in modern technology.
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Work at the Pythian International
Shrine in Utica, New York, is underway.
Massive slabs of granite have been cut to
line the walls around the monument and
to be placed on the stairs leading up to the
gravesite of Justus H. Rathbone and his
wife Emma.

The forty foot monument, which graces
the skies high atop the hill overlooking
the Mohawk Valley, has been repointed
and cleanced. The escutcheon consisting of
the globe of the world with Knights
helmet and armor has been restored and
sits back in its original spot in the center
of the monument.

“Walk of Honor" Paver Bricks have
been engraved; as the construction crew
led by Pythian Paul Cecilia of Utica
moves to have everything ready for the
visit by Pythians on August 2nd.

All Pythians, regardless of whether
they arc members of the Rathbone
Heritage Society or not, arc invited to visit
the Shrine anytime, but especially on
Sunday, August 2nd. Busses will run from
the Supreme Convention in Albany, check
for time schedule, and rcturning around
noon. Dana Roccker, Rathbone Heritage
Society Committee  Member, and
members of Utica Justus Rathbone Lodge

#290 will host this event and serve
refreshments.

It is expected that most of the work
schicduled to be carried out in phase II of
this project will be completed, as we have
been working on a tight time frame.

DIRECTIONS
TO MONUMENT

Take New York State Thruway to Utica Exit.

After Toll Booth, keep left and follow sigos to
DOWNTOWN UTICA.

Coming up to Genesee Street, get into the right
lane.

Turn right on Genesee and sty in lef lane.

Heading to Downtown, you will go over a
long vinduct and down to traffic lights.

From these lights, continue straight on
Gencsee Street for 1.8 miles, through Downtown
and on to a divided boulevard with a double set of
traffic lights.

‘There will be a Iarge statue on the left.

Tura left on this boulevard.

Proceed past the next traffic light to the
second traffic light. This will be Oneida Street.

Turn right on Oneida Strect and proceed 0.3
miles to driveway on the lefL, This is the entrance
to New Forest Cemetery.

Tum lef into driveway and then right,
proceeding thru gates into the cemetery. Follow
road to the end where it turns left and uphill. The

Pythian Monument is at tha top of the hill.

by BRUCE NELSON, PACDGC
Webmaster, hitp:/fwww.pythias.org

The Order of Knights of Pythias has
entered the  information age with the
establishment of it's own website on the
World Wide Web.

The Knights of Pythias  website,
http//www.pythias.org has been in existence
for approximately two years. The site started
out as an unofficial site when PACDGC
Bruce Nelson of Rochester Jay Lodge #639,
posted some information about the Order and
its history on a community website.

PC Marty Nyear of Mid-Island Lodge
#828, New York, saw that site, and thought it
would be a good idea to make it official and
to secure an official Internct domain name.
He was able to secure web space on TIAC, a
major Internet provider.

Supreme  Chancellor Ed  Altman
authorized the expenditure of the funds
necessary to register the domain name,
www.pythias.org, and the Supreme Council
established an Internet Committee, chaired
by DSC Richard Boates of Farady Lodge
#280, Pennsylvania, to oversee development
and contents of the site. Brother Nelson was
invited to transfer the work he had done to
the new site and to become its webmaster.

In a independent effort, PACDGC Fred
Milman of Tri-County Lodge #182 in New
York had started a “mailing list” of brothers
who have e¢-mail addresses. When the
website went public, a page was set up to
allow brothers to sign up for the mailing list.
Electronic mail can be sent to Brother
Milman to be forwarded to the brothers who
have signed up for the list.

Since its inceplion, the website has
attracted over 11,500 visitors. Many of these
visitors find out about the site by searching
for “Pythias” on the search services such as
Yahoo, Excite, Lycos, or Alta Vista. Once on
the site, the visitor will find information on
the history of our Order, a biography of
Justus Rathbone, information on the Dokies
and Pythian Sisters, an order form for paver
blocks at the Pythian Memorial, and
downloadable clipart.

‘There is also an on-line listing of brothers
who have signed up for the mailing list, and a
page where questions can be submitted to the
Supreme Secretary. A list of subordinate
lodge and grand lodge web pages was
recently added along with an on-line
fhscussion arca where brothers can find such
items as lodge announcements or want ads.

The website has been well received by
Pythians and the general public. Many
questions have been sent to the Supreme
Secretary who personally answers them.
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